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ORDINANCE 2011-615
AN ORDINANCE REGARDING THE DUVAL COUNTY COURTHOUSE FACILITIES PROJECT (“COURTHOUSE PROJECT”) AND THE RECONSTRUCTION OF MONROE STREET; REDUCING APPROPRIATED FUNDING FOR THE COURTHOUSE PROJECT; MAKING FINDINGS; PROVIDING FOR A TRANSFER OF $800,000 CURRENTLY ALLOCATED FOR CONSTRUCTION OF THAT PORTION OF THE COURTHOUSE PROJECT KNOWN AS MONROE STREET TO THE GOLD MERIT/POPE PLACE ASH PROJECT TO REDUCE THE GOLD MERIT/POPE PLACE PROJECT’S RELIANCE ON BANKING FUNDS BY $800,000; WAIVING SECTION 5 (USE OF FUNDS) OF ORDINANCE 2007-401-E SO AS TO REDUCE THE COURTHOUSE PROJECT BUDGET BY $800,000; AMENDING THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM (CIP) APPROVED IN ORDINANCE 2007-401-E AND 2011-406-E FOR THE PROJECT TITLED "DUVAL COUNTY UNIFIED COURTHOUSE PROGRAM" TO MOVE CONSTRUCTION OF MONROE STREET TO FISCAL YEAR 2014-2015; AMENDING ORDINANCE 2011-407-E TO REDUCE AUTHORIZED BANKING FUND FUNDING BY $800,000; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, The Council was recently presented with the option of spending previously appropriated funds on reconstruction of Monroe Street or on construction of an improved plaza incorporating substantial enhancements and abandoning the Monroe Street right-of-way; and


WHEREAS, the alternative of saving nearly a million dollars on the Courthouse Project by not reconstructing Monroe Street at this time was not considered; and


WHEREAS, the Courthouse Project’s landscape architect has offered, at no cost to the City, to prepare a revised landscape plan that would include a sidewalk from Adams Street garage to the courthouse, grass in the undeveloped area between Adams Street and the courthouse (including the unimproved Monroe Street right-of-way), and landscape material adjacent to the courthouse; and

WHEREAS, the Courthouse Project’s landscape architect has represented that the current courthouse landscape budget is sufficient to complete all improvements contemplated in the revised landscape plan; and


WHEREAS, the banking fund currently contemplates in excess of $50 million in borrowing for 2011-2012 CIP projects; and 


WHEREAS, delaying the reconstruction of Monroe Street from 2011-2012 until 2014-2015, would allow those identified funds to be used to offset current Capital Improvement Projects; and 


WHEREAS, the entire cost of reconstruction of Monroe Street can be applied towards other projects in the 2011-2012 CIP; and 


WHEREAS, in order to facilitate traffic movement in the limited space available, the plans for reconstruction of Monroe Street do not provide any drop-offs or pullouts, and all drop-offs are designed to occur at an Adams Street pullout, thus requiring all building users to cross the traffic lanes of Monroe Street; and 


WHEREAS, Mayor Alvin Brown has placed an emphasis on downtown; and delaying the reconstruction of Monroe Street would allow the Administration to review the Courthouse plans in conjunction with the overall downtown plan; and


WHEREAS, delaying reconstruction of Monroe Street until the Courthouse has been occupied and functioning for some period may facilitate an improved design incorporating currently unforeseen pedestrian and vehicular needs; and


WHEREAS, transferring $800,000 designated for Monroe Street reconstruction so that it can be used on the Gold Merit/Pope Place project will reduce the City’s reliance on the Banking Fund, and is in the public interest; now therefore 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.  Moratorium on Reconstruction of Monroe Street.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Ordinance 2007-401-E, and as an amendment thereto, the reconstruction of Monroe Street in front of the new courthouse is hereby postponed and abated until further action of the Council.  

Section 2.

Appropriation.
For the 2010-2011 fiscal year, within the City’s budget, there are hereby appropriated the indicated sum(s) from the account(s) listed in subsection (a) to the account(s) listed in subsection (b):
(a) Appropriated from:

Courthouse Project




PWCP353VP519 06505  PW0174-01

$800,000

(b)
Appropriated to:



Gold Merit/Pope Place Project




ERR010-01





$800,000


Section 3.

Carryover.

The funds appropriated herein shall not lapse at the end of the current fiscal year, but shall carry over from year to year until disposed of by the Council.

Section 4. 
Purpose.  The purpose of the appropriation in Section 4 is to utilize the funds appropriated therein for the Gold Merit/Pope Place Project so as to reduce the City’s reliance on the Banking Fund.


Section 5.

Ordinance 2011-407-E, Banking Fund Authorization Amended.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in Ordinance 2011-407-E, and as an amendment thereto, the authorization for utilization of the Banking Fund, and account number ERAS32AMP-069505-ERR010-01 are hereby reduced by $800,000 as a result of the appropriation set forth in Section 2 above.  


Section 6.

Waiver; Use of the funds for purposes other than the Courthouse Project.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in section 5 (Use of Funds) of Ordinance 2007-401-E, such ordinance is waived to the extent that the funds appropriated herein may be utilized for capital projects other than for the Courthouse Project.

Section 7.

CIP Amendment.   Ordinance 2011-406-E, being the 2012-2016 Five Year Capital Improvement Program for the City and certain of its independent agencies, is hereby amended to amend the project identified as the “Duval County Unified Courthouse Program” to move construction of Monroe Street to fiscal year 2014-2015.   This project is described in Exhibit 1, attached hereto and shall constitute an amendment to both Ordinance 2011-406-E and to Ordinance 2007-401-E.  In all other respects, the Five-Year Capital Improvement Program approved by Ordinance 2011-406-E is continued in full force and effect for the 2011-2012 fiscal year.  
  
Section 8.

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor’s signature. 
Form Approved:

      /s/ Steven E. Rohan      _ 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By: Steven E. Rohan
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